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plumed serpent^ the figure of a hunchback, a squatted
human figure, masked human faces, elephant-like
figures, and others. Judging from the wide-spread
use of these and the similarity of their salient features*
it seems probable that all these diversified civilized
races were or had been at some time in direct com-
munication with one another or with some other un-
known race from which the symbolic figures were
borrowed,
In many of their industries, in their implements
and utensils, in their weapons and even in their
decorations and ornaments, there was often more or
less -similarity. All wove textiles of hair, wool or
fibers; all used feathers extensively and showed great.
skill and art in weaving them into clothing, mantles,
etc.; all were splendid wood-workers; all employed
gold, silver and copper and performed wonders in
working these metals. Nearly all held human sacri-
fices, although they varied In form, in occasion
and in their significance. All were primarily agri-
cultural. All had a most elaborate priesthood,
All were immensely rich in gold, silver, precious.
stones and other treasures, although, as far as we
know3 the precious metals were never valued as we
value them, but were esteemed for their beauty, their
ductility -and for purely ornamental purposes.
While by no means of a predatory character, all
of these races maintained large standing armies, well
armed, trained and drilled, and constructed forts and
defenses which were truly remarkable. In many
cases these buildings indicated a wonderful military
knowledge, and were not only placed at the most
strategic positions, but were designed with bastions*